The Shea Value Chain:
A uniquely African industry

Est. 3 million
rural African
women
involved in
shea export

v

Post-harvest handling

Shea nut picking

FOB shea nut
(Tema, Ghana):
2003 — $150/t
2007— $400/t

Regional shea
butter exports:
2003 — 1,000t
2007— 4,000t

Diversification:

2003 — 3 big
companies buy 90%
region’s nuts

2007— 6-plus big
companies buy 60% of
nuts, half as butter
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